











THE. 


Theatrical Obserber : 


AND 


Daily Bills of the Play. 


DOD DLL La 
‘*‘Nothiag extenuate, nor set down aught in malice.’’—OTHELLO. 
DDL LD a A a LP 


No. 2417. Thursday, Sept. 10, 1829. Price 1d. 


‘The Play’s the thing !”—Ask for Thomas’s Observer. 


market Cheatre. 
Fatality, Speed the Plough, The Rencontre, and Tom Thumb, 
were performed here, last night, to a highly respectable audience. 


English Opera House. 

Mr. ARNoxp is determined that the public shall have no cause to 
complain of the want of novelty at this house; every week produces 
a new piece ; the result is, that the present depressed state of thea- 
tricals is not felt at the English Opera-house. Last night, a new Ma- 
sical Drama, entitled The Recruit, was performed, for the first time, 
with moderate success ; it is another of the numerous translations, or 
adaptions, as they are called, from the French. The story, as is ge- 
nerally the case in Melo-dramas, is not of the most probable kind.— 











. Albert Ritzler, a Swiss patriot chief, believing that all hope of li- 


berating his country from the yoke of Republican France, is ended, 
becomes a recruit in the French army ; his wife, Agnes, (MissKelly,) 
on hearing of his act, upbraids him for it, and declares she would have 
followed him through the world a beggar rather than he should have 
sold himself to the enemies of his country. She enquires when he is to 
join his regiment, and is told by sunrise on the morrow, and that no 
inducement shall make him break his plighted word ; she seems to ac- 
quiesce, but on his calling for wine, administers to him an opiate,which 
does not cease to operate till 24 hours after the time fixed on for his 
appearance at head-quarters. Albert is consequently declared a de- 
serter, and a party of soldiers is sent to apprehend him: Agnes viewing 
their approach from the window,declares they are headed by the odious 
Petard, (O. Smith,) who had dared to insult her by dishonorable pro- 
posals ; Albert, burning with indignation, seizes his rifle and fires at 
Petard, who immediately falls, and rells down a precipice, as it is 
supposed, lifeless. 

Albert is then taken prisoner, and condemned to be shot, for tlie 
murder of Petard; but Hans Frankhausen, (Keeley) the poetical 
usher of the village school, and who had been foolish enough to en- 
list through an unfounded jealousy of Elise, (Mrs. Keeley) sister to 
Agnes, discovers Petard alive, and hidden in a recess of the mountain, 
where he has secreted himself that Albert might suffer for his supposed 
murder, hoping thus to obtain the person of Agnes. Hans hastens to 
communicate the news to Agnes, who determines to go herself, and 
decoy the villain from his retreat, by pretending an affection for him ; 
Hans is to lie in wait with a party of villagers, and on her firing @ 
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pistol, they are to rash forward and seize him. This plan is pursued, 
but Petard suspeets her intentions, though he is artfully prevailed on 
by her to fire the pistol, which is the signal for his own capture, and 
he is brought before the Colonel, jyst ip time to saye the life of 
Albert. We capnot say much for the merits of the drama, but the 
author was fortunate enough to have it performed by actors who were 
able and willing to ensure its success. 

Miss Kelly’s acting throughout was excellent ; and in the last scene 
beyond all praise. Bir. J. Vining, also, was all that could be desired 
in the part of Albert ;—his acting was patural aad forcible, and will 
add greatly to his reputation. Keeley was highly laughable in his mi- 
litary costume, and played bis part in hig bappiest manner ; and his 
agreeable little wife did all in her power for an unimportant part.— 
The piece was announced for repetitionto-vight amidst general ap- 
plause. Bombastes Furioso, and The Spring Lock, followed. 

We are delighted te state, that there is every probability of Covent 
Garden Theatre being re-opened. At the Meeting which was held 
yesterday, a subscription was entered into, when nearly £2000 was 
subscribed. £6000, it is said, will be wanted, which there is little 
doubt will soon be forthcoming ; and the ereditors have agreed not to 
press their claims for the present. Among the subscribers, we obseryc, 
8. Reed, Esq. £200 ; G. Robins, Esq. £100 ; H. Alexander, Esq. £50 ; 
Mr. Macready, £20; Mr. Wrench, £10; Mr. H. Robertson, £10- 
Mr. A. Lee, £5 ; Sir George Smart, £100 ; Mr. Grieve, £45; Mess. 
Duruset and Bianchi Taylor, £5 each; Reporter of ‘ The Morning 
Journal, £2; the proprietor of the Cigar Divan, King Street, £5, &c. 


To the Editor of The Theatrical Observer. 

Dear Mr Eprror, I address you from the Cigar Divan, King-street, Covent 
Garden, having just popt in to take a cup of Coffee, whiff a true Havannah, 
kill an hour over one or two of the Morning and Evening Papers—skim the 
Magazines, and play a game of Chessa—delightful place--—Just wish to say a 
word—beg pardon, hope 1 don’t intrude—but will you excuse me-—I have to 
mention, that I’ve arranged so as to rub shoulders with my friends, and the 
fashionable world, at one or other of the Grand Lounges about town. 

On Monday, must take another peep at the two new views, at the Diorama 
Regent’s Park— was puzzled to deeide which wasthe most beautiful, St.Peter’s 
or the Village of Thiers—both exquisitely painted—the pictorial illusion com- 
plete—the water flowing, smoke ascending, sun shining—quite nature itself.— 
Had difficulty to persuade a fair lady next me, that we were really viewing 
merely pictures. Shall put off my journey to Italy, as I’m told, sub rosa, we 
shall Rave other views from that classic soil ; and if as good a6 St. Peter’s wil 
satisfy me. 

On Tuesday, I drop into the Exhibition of Scuzprure, in Old Bond Street, 
to view the figures, life size, of Tam O’Shanter and Souter Johnny—work of 
a self-taught artist, James Thom—-delighted beyond measure—fully expected 
to hear Tam’s uproarious laugh—the expression so perfect; pose of figures 
admirable. Whoever has read Burns, (and who has not?) must see them. 

On Wednesday, I rn into the Horse Bazaar, Baker Street—inspect the wr 
nificent Exhibition of Musical and Mechanical Automa— Musical Lady, Javenile 
Artist, Rage Dancer, Magician, Walking Figure, a maguificent Vase, made by 
order of Napoleon, Birds, &c, 

Oo Friday, I drop in to examine Miss Linwood's curious Needle-Work, in 
Leicester Square.—but I intrude—beg pardon. 

Your's, PAUL PRY. 











Printed and Published by KE. Thomas, Denmark Court, Exeter-change, Stran¢. 
All Communications must be post paid.—Printing in General. 
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Theatre Royal Hay-Market. 


This Evening, (8th time) a Drama, in one act, called 


FATALITY. 


General Loverule.............- Mr THOMPSON, 
Edward, (his Son) Mr BRINDAL, 
Bertrand ...(a veteran Soldier)... Mr COOPER, 
Lackbrain...... (a Farmer)........ Mr WEBSTER. 
Mrs Lackbrain, Mrs GLOVER, 
Susanna.........+....Miss F. H. KELLY. 


After which the Comedy of The 


Green Eyed Monster 


Baron Speyenhausen, Mr W. FARREN, 
Marcus, Mr VINING, Kraut, Mr WILLIAMS, 
Colonel Arnsdorf, Mr COOPER, 

Amelia, Miss F. H. KELLY, Luise, Mrs HUMBY, 
Lady Speyenhausen Mrs FAUCIT. 














After which, the Comedy of 


Spring and Autumn. 


Sir Simon Slack, Mr W. FARREN, 
Major Osmond, Mr BRINDAL, John, Mr ROSS, 
Rattle, Mr COOPER, 
Wire Beatie sn. 3.0 p10 wine Mrs W. CLIFFORD, 
Clara, Miss M. GLOVER, 
Mrs Genera] Dartmouth.......... Mrs GLOVER. 


To conclude with the Farce of 


LODGINGS 
For Single Gentlemen. 


Captain Postlethwaite, Mr VINING, 
Colonel Stanmore, Mr BRINDAL, Trusty, Mr WEBSTER, 
Mrs Greville, Miss F. H. KELLY, 
Maria, Mrs ASHTON, Mrs Prattle, Mrs GLOVER. 


~Po-morrow, Fatality, with (first time) William Thompson, &c. 














Theatre Royal, English Opera. 


This Evening, (2nd time) a new w Musical Drama, called 


THE RECRUIT. 


With Boieldieu’s Overture to Les Deux Nuits. 
Albert Ritzler, (a Swiss Chief) Mr J. VINING, : 
Col. Lacrosse, (Officerof a FrenchCorps) MrBAKER : 
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Hans Frankhausen, Mr KEELEY, 
Pierre Pétard, (Serj. of Grenadiers) Mr O. ‘SMITH, 
Hector Le Brun, Mr SALTER, 
Antoine, Mr IRWIN, Sentinel, Mr J. COOPER, 
Lory Quartz, Mr F. MATTHEWS. 
\gnes, (Wife of Albert Ritzler) Miss KELLY, 
‘Elise, (her Sister) Mrs KEELEY. 


After which, (4th time) a new Interlude, called 


SOLD FOR A SONG. 


The Music by 4. LEE. 
Count Cremona, Mr J. RUSSELL, Dense, Mr SALTER, 
Alfred, Mr WOOD, 
Adelle, Miss CAWSE, Eliza, Miss H. CAWSE. 
‘Vo covclade with, (18th time) a new Musical] Entertainment, called 


The Spring Lock! 


Preceded by the Overture to Zaira. § 
Lorenzo de Medici, (Grand Duke of Florence) Mr WOOD, q 
Ludovico de Medici, (his Cousin) Mr J. BLAND, 
Gialio.... ....(in the Suite of Ludovico)....... Mr JAMES VINING, 
Count Montefieri, Mr F. MATTHEWS, 
Monaco, (a Comic Actor) Mr J. RUSSELL, Zenobio. Mr FULLER, 
Camaldoli, (Confidant of Lorenzo)’ Mr BAKER, 
Doctor Manente, : - - Mr KEELEY, 
Doctor Flamingo, ) Rival Physicians of Florence ¢ Mr O. SMITH, 
Aramantha, (Daughter of Count Mostefieri) Miss CAWSE, 
Vergellina, (her Attendant) Mrs KEELEY, 
Monna Brigida, (Wife of Doctor Manente) Mrs C. JONES. 








SCENERY. 
Act 1—Scene |—Outside of a Tavern in the City of Florence. 2—Garden of 


the Montefieri Palace, adjoining the Medici Palace. 3—Chamber in Doctor 
Manente’s House. 4—Saloon in Lorenzo's Palace. 5—The Garden by 
M« oonlight. 6—The Interior of the Upper Story of the Turret. antique Ca- 
> net with THE SPRING LOCK, 
é ACT il—Scene 1 Apartment in the Palace. 2—Saloon in the Montefieri Pa- 


lag 3—An Attic with bare Walls—the Mystification of Doctor Manente. 

ACV I1I—s« i—f£xterior of Doctor Manente’s Town House. 2—An Olive 
Wood in the Suburbs of Florence. 8—Interior of the Physician’s House.— 
4—Apartment in the Turret—The Cabinet and SPRING LOCK, 
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